
Hello Parents, Guardians, and Students: 

If you are reading this, you have been informed that your child is in our class. Welcome to 5th 

grade, “Team DeRubelos” (our nickname is a combination of our names DeCarlo and Rubenstein)  

As teachers, we know that children typically are nervous about beginning a new school year, so 

we are sending this letter to introduce ourselves.  There are two teachers in our homeroom: Ms. 

DeCarlo and Ms. Rubenstein. Here is a little blurb from each of us. 

Ms. DeCarlo - I am so excited to have you in our class!  We are going to have a lot of fun, and 

you will accomplish things this year you never thought possible!  While fifth grade maybe a tad 

overwhelming at first, you will settle in before you know it, so just relax and allow yourself time 

to get adjusted.  I will try to help ease your transition by telling some wacky stories about my 

wonderful daughter, Gabriella.  She is hysterical!  She may even drop in to see us a little during 

the year, so you can see for yourself how silly she is.  I have been teaching at Brookside for over 

ten years, and I am so very happy that you will all be a part of our class.  Enjoy your last days of 

summer!  I can't wait to meet you all... 

Ms. Rubenstein – You are going to LOVE being in our class. We will do lots of fun activities that 

will get you interested in the topics you are learning about. As the year begins, we’ll spend some 

time getting to know each other. You will quickly find out that I am an animal freak and have 3 

cats that often get into mischief. I have been teaching for over 20 years, and I enjoy coming to 

school each day with a fresh sense of enthusiasm. Lastly, everyone calls me “Rube,” so feel free to 

use my nickname.  

As the first day approaches, you might be wondering what you need to bring.  Attached is a list 

that tells you what you need to bring, and what you should have at home.  We will set up the 

binders in school.  Please DO NOT do this at home. We will set up your binder to match our 

daily schedule. Of note, Mr. Silverman will be teaching our class science.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Lastly, we are always in need of tissues, baby wipes and paper towels for our classroom.  If you 

bring any of these supplies to school, you will receive a bonus bookmark sticker.  Are you 

wondering what this means?  You’ll find out on the first day of school. 

Hopefully this letter has helped you to relax and feel comfortable about being in our class.  Our 

room is the same as it was last year, room 2, right near the guidance foyer. If you have any 

questions, feel free to contact us via email.  Whenever emailing, always send it to BOTH teachers 

and one of us will get back to you as soon as possible.  

vdecarlo@monroe.k12.nj.us   jrubenst@monroe.k12.nj.us      
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